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American Community Survey, 2010-2013 5% data

Asian Americans2 20104 0
(1965 01218 WA I= 1%

0| Gt).

Current Population Survey (CPS): OlA|OHH S XA X =
20123 0ff <F

*2010E HIAA0f OFAICHS QI HIZ 2 8.8 %.

Ol Hl== ACS 2010 (20103 HIAA)0| &S0

2012 CPS: OfAI2HAHl =& XH2] 8.8 %!
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Table 1. Number of Korean Immigration and Population

Decades | Immigrants in Decade Decennial Census | N in Decennial

4 2+0] 0] 81 Xp EPRUPSES
104 2t 01214 || 109 %t MM o

1965-1970 21,283 Year 1970 69,150

1971-1980 263,088 Year 1980 334,593
1961-1990 338,612 Year 1990 798,649
1991-2000 171,323 Year 2000 1228427

2001-2010 222,146 Year 2010 1,706,822

source: U3, Census; Immigration and Naturalization Service, The 1963-1978 Annual Reports and the
1979-2001 Statistical Yearbooks; Office of Immigration Statistics, The 2002-2012Yearbooks of
Immugration Statistics. (Compiled by Pyong Gap M)




Asian Americans in 2010 Census

Other Asian
Vietnamese

Korean

Japanese

Filipino
Chinese

Asian Indian
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Source: U5, Census Bureau, Current Population Reports. Voting and Repistration
in the election of multt vears combined by Y. Lee
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American Community Survey, 2010-2013 5% data
U.S. Citizens Age over 18

State I1.S. born |Maturalized |[Non citizen | Total

Alabama 430 2249 2,319 4 003
Alaska 308 1,773 245 2626
Arizona 2432 2,140 4354 11,926
Arkansas 116 1,153 229 1,828
California 132000] 358,271
Colorado 3,396 8,722 3,296 17414
Connecticut 820 3,270 2,293 B,383
Delaware 214 707 446 1,372
District of Columbia 760 783 404 1,947
Flarida 3,619 10 467 6,788 20874
Georgla 3,390 16,922 18,065 40,377
Hawall 8,013 10,138 3,724 24 375




Maryland 4 880 19,452 11,331 35,663
Massachusetts 3,641 6,723 8,398 18,764
Michigan 2330 7,835 6,778 17,163
Minnesota 1,016 8,168 2754 11,938
Mississippi 303 683 824 1,816
Missourl 1,258 4077 2 886 8,221
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State S. born | Naturalized |[Non citizen |Total

Montana 12 baa 181 878
Webraska 182 1,337 bad 2,208
Mevada 1471 3,188 3,164 0823
New Hampshire 265 643 245 1,157
New Jersey 27,700 65,512
New Mexico 414 1,189 203 2,108
New York 44,041 113,148
Morth Caroling 1,972 b, 209 3,033 13,216
Morth Dakota 3 224 107 ab3
Ohio 2183 4 964 3,729 10,913
Oklahoma 203 2,380 1272 4 357
Cregon 2237 6,774 4 063 13,004




Pennsylvania

11,200

Rhode Island

734

South Carolina

595

South Dakota

161

ENMNES5EE

3,001

21,631

1,824

111

18,956

14 407

est Virginia

193

15COnSINn

2,302

'oming

136

168

168,735

334,112

402,310

1,105,157
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English Proficiency and Citizenship

Table 4. English Proficiency of Foreign Born Koreans

Ability to speak English  [Naturalized citizen  |Non-citizen
Very wel

Mot well
Mat at all

Total
source: 2010 ACS, Tabulated by Y. Lee
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2012 November Election

Eligible Regist. N Voting
voters Rate Register Rate Voted

CPS data Asian 4.7 3.9
American in 2012 8.3 million 56.3%million 47.3%million

Est. Kor-Am voters in 2010 census.

Based on
CPS data 702,847 56.3% 404,949 47.3% 332,446

Based on
Pew 2012

Survey 702,847 74.4% 522,918 60.2% 423,113
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CPS data, 4.7 million (5¢ f the 8.3 million
eligible voters ) Asian. >an citizens,

reportedly registered 1 ng.

CPS data®l] O}AIQF § SHA
=== ( )= Korean American

eligible voters in 2010 sOl & =&. otQl
A SSEc

O /T

Pew 2012 Surveylll = O SHol A E = ()
316H 0| Al QI X} o 773.4%JF EEH
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515,8893F 0] 20128 0l 7 AL S=.
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(This number is pretty close
Asian American Survey (NA

, @ record numb
Islanders went to the polls i

CPS data®| OtA| o E
a“&' = AH702, 847i
86 20128 117

" Hl 8302F =& At2

ystimates in the National
lich
ian Americans and Pacific

47.3% in 2012)2
) Census){
332,446 0]
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Table 5. Estimates of Korean Americans Voted in November 2012 Flection

Voter Base Number {Rate Voted JEstimates

In 2010 ACS 0f Voted
(P, Asian Amencan Reqjstered Voters in 2012 0y 03 3
Pew 2012 Survey, Korean Voters Voted in 2008 288N 0y 4510

NAAS, Korean Registered Voters 1 2012 Elecion M T 95




All Asian
Others
Vietnames
Korean
Japapnes

Indian

Filipino

Chinese




337 were required to §Row'id ICqtign (although 272 of them
were not first-time vot
22 were required to pro ir U. itizenship,

23 indicated that their names were mlssmg or had errors in the

list of voters at poll sit
13 had to vote by proyl
30 voters indicated p orker 't know the rules,

22 voters indicated that poll Workers were rude or hostile,

43 voters complained that no interpreters or translations were
available when needed, and

8 voters were directed to the wrong poll site or voting machine
or table within a site.
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Eastern region

The Korean American Civic Empowerment (KACE,
established in 1996 in Flushing, New York).

KACE accomplished

and raised the Korean American voter turnout from
5% in 1996 to over 68% in 2008.

In preparation for the 2012 November election,
KACE accessed the voter registration records from
62 counties of the State of New York, and produced
numerical basis for future.

Efforts branched out to New Jersey.
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In the Southern California
Waken up by the Los Angeles Civil Unrest in 1992,

National Association of Korean American Educational Centers

(NAKASEC) in 1994. FyojdEts logal progressive voice on
major civil rights and | agisSss¥es and to promote the full

participation of Korea ritandfoll social change.
Today, the Los Angeles-based NAKASEC has an affiliate in

Annandale, VA, and |
NAKASEC campaign sK t) first-time voters
oI

(including voter regis cation, voter
mobilization, voter assistance, voter research and voting rights

advocacy.
Korean Resource Center (KRC), a NAKASEC affiliate in L.A.

coordinated a multifaceted civic participation campaign since
the 1996 presidential elections.
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In the Midwest region
The Korean-American Resource and Cultural

Center (KRCC) ofChica reg, a member
organization of N AY
The Korean-Amef¥i rganizing Initiative &

Communlty Empowerment (KA VOICE) have been
active in voter re blllzatlon

Two groups orgagiz an American Early
Voting Day event before t e ovember 2012
Election under the cooperation of the Cook County

Election Commission, and have done it again for
March Primary Election in 2014.




Two major theories of voting study
Assimilation theory

DI= HE HIE [et A2 (33, T, AS) X9 SA0l 8
201 ZH&HCHS Jbe (Cho, W. K. T)

that Electoral
participation is an indicator of loss of immigrant identity
and incorporation into the majority society.

Those who stayed longer in the U.S. are: more likely to be
naturalized citizens, with improved socioeconomic
conditions. more integrated into their communities

more accepting U.S. institutions and social customs, they
are more likely to register and vote.




Factors Affecting KorAm’s Voting

(Oh 2013)

My analyses of Pew 2012 data do not support the
simple socioeconomic resources hypothesis.

English Proficiency has significant relationship to
voting of Korean Americans.

The than
simple socioeconomic factor.

There is a need to better understand why




English Proficiency and Voting by
Korean Americans

Voted m Not voted Unknown
63.5%

54.3%

Not at all Just a little Pretty well Very well




Limitations of studying: Relies heavily on survey
data,
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One of the key factors in voter turnout is mobilization, (
recruited to register and asked to vote on election day).

Korean Americans, as well as other Asian groups, are not
sufficiently reached out by either parties or candidates.

According to the National Asian American Survey (NAAS)
of 2012,

Incidentally,

However, it found that the outreach efforts by political parties,
candidates, and community advocate organizations were not
effective in impacting on Korean Americans’ voting.




Political Views of Asian Americans

® Very conservative m Conservative ® Moderate
Liberal m Very liberal m DK/Refused

8.1% 6.0% 6.6%

7.6 A v.0/0 8.4%
% 15.5%

26.0%



Policy Issues and KorAm voting

Table 6. Preference of Liberal Issue Among Korean Americans

Korean  |All Asian general public

Discrimination a major problem 2%

Against homosexuality '-=

Prefer a big government

Prefer a smaller government 26% 36% 39%

Table format: . Lee from Pew 2012 Astan Amenican Survey Report




Policy Issues and KorAm voting

Economy and jobs (48%) most important.

Civil rights second most important issue (36%), included
Immigrants rights.

Education (18%) women's issues (18%),

Health care (17%)
Terrorism/security (8%).

Different in sex/gender issues: women's rights, abortion, and
homo-sexuality are not really important to Korean Americans.

Korean Americans, than other Asians and the general public,
are more likely to prefer liberal issues. according to the Pew
2012 Survey.




Policy Issues and KorAm voting

Specifically support for comprehensive immigration
reform, citizenship for documented aliens (74%).

Even after key demographic factors and partisanship
Obama'’s policies taxing the rich by 79%.

Korea-US Free Trade Agreement (KORUS-FTA) by
75%.

T. Lee asserts that this high level of support for liberal
issues and for the KORUS-FTA are strong factors for
Korean Americans, controlling for other factors, to have
voted for President Obama in 2012




Korean Americans Party Affiliation

Theoretically, political party identification could be coupled
with ideological interests.

Earliest studies hypothesized Latinos and Asian
Americans might ally with the Republican Party because
of foreign policy interests.

Asian Americans more than any other voting group have

shifted dramatically away from the Republican Party over
the last two decades.

The shift in Asian American political sentiments started

during the Clinton; to the appeal of the Democratic Party
more welcoming to minorities.

Korean Americans concur that although Korean
Americans were twice more likely to enrolled as
Democrats than Republicans,




Issues and Party Preference

Koreans interested in Liberal Issues and leaning
toward Democratic Party.

Among 316 Korean American citizens in the Pew
2012 Survey | find supports for interesting rise of
liberals among Korean American electorate.

And extreme political views seem to be related
with more active political participation.




Korean American Party Preferences

2006 Midterm Elections Asian
American survey (1)

AALDEF Asian American Survey,
2012 November Elections

NAAS Exit Poll for 2012

November Elections

Pew 2012 Asian American Survey

Democrat

36%

6%

36%

Republican

12 ¥

14%

23%

Table format: by Y. Lee; (1) Soutce: Glen D. Magpantay, 2006,

Independent

3%

—— — N

28%

Mat Enrolled

4%

24%

2%

2%

Others
or N/A

2%

8%

Total

102%

100%

100%

100%




Voting by Political Party Sympathy

Party identification or leaning toward a party have no
significant effect on voter registration. The 2008 voting
rate is slightly higher amona those who identify as
Democrat (67.2%) than ar g those who identify as
Republican (65.1%) and a8 1g Independents (60.8%).

There is no gap In registre rate between Republican
sympathizers (65.4%) anc  ependents (65.1%), while
Democrat sympathizers' r¢  tration rate is way up
(81.1%).

But obviously, Korean Am ans leaning toward the
liberal Democratic Party “significant impact on
having voted in 2008 electicn.

The 2008 voting rate is slightly higher among Democrat
sympathizers (72.2%) than are among Republicans

sympathizers (56.0%) and those who had no preference
(0]




Voters’ SES vs. Candidates Appeal

Korean Americans' party identifications do not vary
significantly depending on

iIn my
analysis of the Pew 201" Irvey data.

However, those with hig- education and with high
English proficiency are IF  ing toward Republicans.

four. hat although issues is

related to party

on Koree.  .nerican's leaning toward
Democrats. President Obama’s popularity with Asian
Americans in general and with Korean Americans
more specifically turned them to Demaocratic Party.




Discrimination and voting by KorAm

On the other hand in the 2012 Pew sample,
33.9% of Korean Americans' perceived
discrimination as "Majc¢  roblem"-- highest among

all Asian groups and . than twice higher than
that of all Asians (14.9

The perception of disci nation is significantly
associated with Koreal  mericans' voter
registration. Highest v¢  registration rate
(83.3%) and voting rate. 51.7%) are shown
among those who perceived discrimination as
"Major problem,” declining among those who
perceived discrimination as "Not a problem.




Conflicts, Group Consciousness, and Voting

Discrimination has political consequences.

Only one-fifth of the Koreans in the 2012 Pew
sample (95 out of 504 ) nersonally experienced
discrimination and 12% been called offensive
names in a year.

67.2% of experienced a  crimination registered for
voting, while 75.8% of w = had not discriminated .

Yet, the discrimination h'  thesis is not supported

because only one-fifth o »reans in the 201 Pew
sample experienced did nation.

Those who don't have English proficiency are
significantly less likely to report the experience of

personal discrimination.
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Voted m Not voted Unknown

60.0% 59.0%

23.2%

P 0.2% o . - B

Major problem Minor problem Not a problem
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Table 8. Perceived discrimination as problem and Voting

Registered for voting | Voted in 2008 Election
Major problem 33.3% 31.7%

Minor problem 68.8% 67.3%
Not a problem 71.8% 72.9%

Refused to answer 60.0% 75.0%

Tabulated by Y. Lee from 2012 Pew Survey Dats
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Unknown m Not voted Voted

17.7%
All Sample 22.5%

33.3%
Don't know /Refused [N 33.3%
33.3%

14.3%
American N 23.8%

18.2%
Asian/Asian-American [ 15.9%

17.8%
Korean/Kor American [N 23.1%
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Voted m Not voted Unknown

16.1% 22 7% 14.7%

All of them  Most of them Some of them Hardly any of
them




Have Asian background friend other than Korean

1.20
m Voted Not voted m Unknown

1.00
0.80
0.30 0.17 0.17
0.60
0.40
0.
0.20
Most of them Some of them Hardly any of None of them

them
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the size of the Korean American population
continues to grow,

(b) Korean Americans' party preference is not
stable, while a solid majority choose not to
identify with either parties,

(c) Korean American voters prefer candidates
through their issue-based interests as well as
candidate's appeal with relevant issues that
attract.
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Asian,

Vietnan?e%g 50

Korean,

Japanese,

=
¢

Total 595,110

IL. Age 18+
9,157.967.
Registered:
7 million

AA 350,000+
Votes

Chinese,




Yoon Lee’s web site at:

http://www.saeroi.net and
http://www.hansainstitute.org




